[Abstract] The apoptosis-associated speck-like protein with a caspase-recruitment domain (ASC) adaptor protein bridges inflammasome sensors and caspase-1. Upon inflammasome activation, ASC nucleates in a prion-like manner into a large and single platform responsible for the recruitment and the activation of caspase-1. Active caspase-1 will in turn promote the proteolytic maturation of the proinflammatory cytokine IL-1β. ASC oligomerization is direct evidence for inflammasome activation and its detection allows a read-out independent of caspase-1 and IL-1β. This protocol describes how to detect the oligomerization of ASC by Western blot.
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12. Remove excess of PBS-T. 13 . Incubate with ECL and proceed to detection of chemiluminescence.
Data analysis
Immunoreactive bands for ASC oligomers appear at molecular weights corresponding to ASC monomers, dimers, and higher orders of oligomers. A positive control for ASC expression in the total cell lysates of each condition needs to be done. Other positive controls for equal protein loading such as tubulin can be included. Three independent experiments should be done. An example of data analysis can be found in Figure 1 and in Figure 3A 
